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Order of Service Service of Word and Sacrament  
 

  Gathering   
 

OPENING HYMN 613 – The God of Abraham Praise 

The choir will lead the singing. The congregation is invited to join as comfortable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Service for  

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
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INVOCATION 
 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you.  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
Holy and merciful Father,  
 I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
  and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
 I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
 But I am truly sorry for my sins,  
  and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  
  Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our 
prayer, O Lord. 
 
 

 

            Lord,  have    mer      -      cy. 
 

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand 
firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 
 

 

            Christ,  have    mer       -      cy. 
 

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and 
praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 
 

 

             Lord,  have   mer     -      cy. 
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Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 
 
 
 

             A            -            men. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
              A          -         men 

  The Word   
 

FIRST READING                          Genesis 12:1-8 
The LORD promised Abram that one of his descendants would be a gift for the world.  

The LORD also gave Abram the gift of faith to believe that promise. 

 
 GENESIS 12:1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he set out from Harran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and 
they arrived there. 
 6Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will 
give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west 
and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 121 
The choir will lead the singing. The congregation is invited to join as comfortable. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
Abraham provides an example of how salvation is not earned but received as a gift through faith. 

  
 ROMANS 4:1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in 
this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not 
before God. 3What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” 
 4Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5However, to the 
one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness. 
 13It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be 
heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who depend on the 
law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15because the law brings wrath. And 
where there is no law there is no transgression. 
 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all 
Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of 
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Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is 
our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into 
being things that were not. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand for the reading of the Gospel 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL READING John 3:1-17 

By sharing the gospel of God’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith to a Pharisee named Nicodemus. 

  
 JOHN 3:1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a 
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.” 

Al   -  le  -  lu  -  ia     Al  -  le    -   lu  -   ia      Al  -  le  -  lu    -    ia! 

Al  -  le  -  lu  -  ia      Al  -  le   -    lu  -  ia      Al  -  le  -  lu   -    ia! 

These     words   are    writ     -    ten   that   we    may be - lieve           that 

Je - sus    is     the    Christ,         the       Son                 of       God. 
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 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11Very truly I tell 
you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not 
accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will 
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who 
came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
              Praise          be     to      you,      O       Christ! 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 570 – God Loved the World So That He Gave 
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5 If you are sick, if death is near,  6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:    and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death;   To you, O blessèd Trinity, 
this is the anchor of my faith!   be praise now and eternally! 

 

 

  Sermon   
John 3:1-17 

 

What the World Needs, the World Gets – God’s Love! 
Sermon notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand 

  The Confession of Faith   
 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.  
Offerings can be given in any of four ways: 

• Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 

• On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 

• On your phone with the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app 

• Scan the QR code to the right… 

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card,  
or by filling out the card in the pew and placing it in the offering plate as you leave.  The Connection  

Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left... 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
You may remain seated for prayer 

 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Heavenly Father, Your Son has shown Your love to the world in His death and resurrection. Give Your 
people hearts to remember Your gracious works and to proclaim Your name in all things. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, remember our nation and its leaders. Bless all who make, administer and judge our 
laws, and enable us to be good and responsible citizens. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord, be near to the sick and the suffering [especially _____________]. Comfort them with Your 
divine promises, and grant healing according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, Nicodemus was led by the word of Jesus to the cross, and from the cross he received 
the body of Jesus. Grant us faith like his to trust Your Word and receive Christ’s body and blood in the 
Holy Sacrament for forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, You give life to the dead and have united the faithful of all ages in the Body of Christ. As 
You shelter all the saints in the arms of Your mercy, so comfort us who await Your final victory over 
death and the life of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 
died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

  The Sacrament   
 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 

The Lord be with you. 

 
 
        And  al - so  with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
          We   lift them  up   to the  Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
          It    is   right to   give him thanks and  praise. 
 

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God. To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

 
 
           Ho  -  ly,    ho  -  ly,           ho  -  ly       is       the        Lord    of       hosts. 
 
 
 
                  The    whole      earth    is          full          of       your     glo    -    ry. 
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                    You   are      my         God,   and       I         will   ex  -  alt         you. 
 
 
 
                     I     will   give     you   thanks,   for         you    have be-come  my  sal- 
 
 
 
          va   -   tion.     Ho  -  ly,   ho -  ly,       ho - ly      is     the     Lord  of    hosts. 
 
 
 
                 The   whole   earth  is          full          of      his        glo       -        ry. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 
           A           -           men 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
 

  

 

 
            O      Christ,    Lamb  of     God,   you    take   a  -   way    the    sin    of  the 
 

 
 
 
        world; have    mer - cy   on              us.             O     Christ, Lamb of  God, you 
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          take  a -  way  the   sin    of  the  world;   have  mer - cy    on           us. 
 
 

 
 
            O      Christ,    Lamb  of     God,   you    take   a  -   way    the    sin    of  the 
 
 

 
 
          world;      grant    us    your   peace.               A              -              men. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one 
another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who 
are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Enter along the side aisles toward the altar area.  Move toward the center (unless 
otherwise directed).  After receiving the Supper, return to your seat down the 
middle aisle, depositing your cup in the receptacle. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 523 – How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
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  Sending   
 

 

THANK THE LORD 
 

 

 
        Thank the  Lord    and  sing  his  praise. Tell ev-’ry-one what he has done. 
 
 
 
 
           Let   all who seek  the   Lord  re - joice  and   proud-ly    bear  his  name. 
 
 
 
 
           He  re-news his prom-is  -  es  and  leads his peo - ple forth in   joy with 
 
 
 

 
          shouts   of   thanks - giv- ing. Al - le  -  lu  -  ia!   Al - le - lu      -      ia! 
 

 

 

PRAYER 
 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this 
Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. 
By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 
guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 
 

 
         A           -           men. 
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BLESSING 
 

Brother and sisters, go in peace. 
Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 
 

 
          A   -   men.    A       -      men.     A          -         men. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN 684 – Father Welcomes 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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Hymn 613 – The God of Abraham Praise 
 Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–1799, alt. 

Tune: Hebrew; setting: Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875 
Scripture references: Ex 3:6,14; Ps 73:25, 26; Isa 45:23-25  

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Psalm 121B 
Text: Gracia Grindal 

Tune: Heinrich Schütz 
Text: © 2019 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Tune: Public domain 
 

Hymn 570 – God Loved the World So That He Gave 

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Scripture references: Jn 3:16; Eph 2:19,20; Jn 3:17; Mt 9:2; Gal 3:26-27 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn 523 – How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Bruce Greer, b. 1961 
Scripture references: Ro 5:6-8; 1 Jn 4:9,10; Jn 3:16; 2 Co 5:21; Gal 6:14 

Text and tune: © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com 
 

Hymn 684 – Father Welcomes 

Text: Robin Mann, b. 1949 
Tune: Robin Mann, b. 1949; setting: Paul J. Grime, b. 1958 

Scripture references: Mk 10:14-16; 16:16; Ro 6:1-14; Gal 3:26-29; 1 Jn 5:11,12 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd; Setting: ©2006 Concordia Publishing House 
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